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KINDERGARTEN/FOUNDERS 

THE JOURNEY BEGINS 

 

A journey began in the summer of February 2015. A number of small children 

entered the kindergarten tentatively. Day by day the familiarity of the place 

filled them with confidence. They played and played—mummies, daddies, dogs, 

cats, kings, queens. This was their 'work'. They needed to share, take turns, 

express feelings; sometimes scary ones. Fierce dogs, lions or monsters came to 

test their courage. Sometimes wondrous unicorns would abound, to provide 

reassurance that all was well. The monsters receded, emotions expressed, worked 

through and all was joyful once again, through the magic of play. 

 

One starts to see the fruit of tableaux, of stories, working into the play. One also 

sees the development of pre-maths activities—one red bead, one white, one cork—

the pattern is repeated many times, just like a counting pattern. One can also see 

in the placement of these stones, beads—laid from left to right—pre-reading,  

pre-writing activities. 

 

This is achieved holistically from the whole to the part—a whole castle scene, a 

whole city scene, a whole farm scene. Comprehension and understanding are 

gained. Aesthetic beauty is prevalent with the open ended materials—imagination 

and neural pathways evolve. 

 

In all other areas Founders’ skills are developing well. They have made some 

beautiful dog, horse and unicorn leads, mats—lovely designs, colours and spatial 

awareness developing. The children have also made Autumn beings and completed a 

wonderful tableau to show where they live the winter long. We have completed 

paintings, clay work, paper sculptures. Enjoyment is evident. 

 

The Kinders also have shown development through the indoor and outdoor play. We 

intend to do more cooking and some painting now that they have acclimatised 

themselves to the kindergarten. Lovely to see how the Founders care for and love 

them. 

 

We hope you were able to come and participate in Catherine's talk on "Play" and 

Sue's interactive tableau work on May 26. 

 

Kind regards and best wishes 

from Sue and Kinder/Founders 

 



CLASS ONE 

Class One have finally taken their first exciting steps together! Crossing the 

“Golden Bridge” from Founders, they have been welcomed by the school 

community, and now have their own desks and chairs; their own crayons and 

underlays; and have learnt how to look after these special things. We have started 

attending full days, but still enjoy having a half day break every Wednesday! 

 

In class, stories, songs and verses have given Class One a lot to remember, and a 

lot to inspire them in their work. It is a good feeling to come together to do this 

every day. The class have learnt most of the sounds and drawn beautiful pictures 

for each one of them to put into their “Book of Sounds”, which will be completed in 

term three. 

 

The children have been counting as far as one hundred, but they also count in 

twos, and backwards from twenty. They have also learnt to write the numbers. 

First, “finger numbers” I to X, followed by the modern Arabic numerals 1 to 10, 

which were written in a beautiful “Over in the Meadow” book, containing richly 

coloured painting, and clear, lively drawings. 

 

The class heard the story of ”The Lazy Miner”, who explores the world of the Sun, 

Rain and Wind, to learn that all of these elements are “working together” to keep 

the living things of the world growing healthily. Finally and thankfully he comes to 

appreciate the work of his friends underground in the Earth, and begins to enjoy 

his work! Our “Lazy Miner” books have beautiful pictures and a bit of writing, too. 

 

Class One have of course had some wonderfully enriching lessons in specialist 

areas too. In Craft, the children are currently making their very first knitted 

creations. The colours and fine needle work are also a wonder to behold! Thank 

you, Cindy. To Louise, thank you for beautiful songs, dances and games. In 

Eurythmy, we are developing some simple, beautiful forms through dance and 

movement. Thank you to Leanne, Doris and Louise for this. Our week always ends 

with a lively games session with Robert. We have some real speedsters in Class 

One! 

 

In the playground, the children have enjoyed running on the hill, using skipping 

ropes, playing in the sandpit and doing tricks on the monkey bars. As the weather 

gets wetter though, some will prefer to make up worlds indoors! Finally, thank you 

to all of the Class One children and parents for your work so far. I look forward to 

what the future holds in our time together. 

            Love, 

            Paul. 



CLASS TWO 
 

We began our first term just getting to know each other, lots of sharing of stories from 

last year and settling into the new beginning. I am honoured to have been 'gifted' such a 

lovely class of students and parents and thank Paul for the strong foundations he has 

placed in the class. 

 

We began our first block with Native American stories which show the magic and 

awareness of Mother Earth. We created our first reader, "Arrow to the Sun", discovering/

exploring full stops, capitals, talking marks and common difficult words—how, when, why, 

what, where; plus sound blends ~ all, ay, oo, ee. Later in the term we saw some wonderful 

Tipis built by the class. 

 

Maths work began with revision of Class 1 work and then we moved from pictorial to the 

more abstract world of symbols ... +, - , x, ÷, √. We looked at patterns of numbers and 

began rhythmic tables. We met a new character, Mrs Tiggywinkle, as she collected eggs 

from the nests on her farm.  Two by two all the way to twenty eggs. We have written words 

to ten and will continue to practise these as we work on towards our money block which will 

see the introduction of the 10x and 5x tables. 

 

For Home Surroundings we shared a wonderful story, 'The Eagle's Song'―Ermine brings 

the gifts of music, dance and sharing to the world. Soon beautiful eagles will appear in the 

classroom. 

 

This term we have journeyed with Mael Duin as he seeks to avenge his father's death. He 

and his crew of heroes experience wonderful yet strange adventures as they travel to many 

unusual islands, from great red horses racing across the waves, to palaces where feasts are 

laid out waiting for them, overseen by a little white cat. 

 

We have begun a money block and look forward to learning and using our new knowledge of 

coinage. 

 

We have had a wonderful parent evening where the children were the tour guides as they 

took their parents, grandparents, friends through the work of the previous term. What a 

joy it was to hear and see them share these gifts. 

 

With the help of parents we created chair bags. Beautiful tie-dye patterns give them 

individuality. I thank everyone who supported this venture; the cutting, sewing, ironing, 

tying, and the goodwill with all the class requests. 

 

Also thank you to those who share our week: Louise with her music and dance, Leanne with 

Eurythmy, Cindy and her beautiful stitching and Robert for his sport and class support. 

Thank you as well to Michelle for class support. 

 

From Class 2 and Lisette 



CLASS THREE 

 

Our year began with discovering the river culture that developed in Ancient Egypt around 

the Nile River, in a Home Surrounds unit of work. We developed an understanding of the 

importance of the life giving waters of the Nile to the surrounding countryside and the 

development of the Ancient Egyptian culture. We found the importance of the river that 

was vital to develop farming.  The working of the people to the three seasons of flooding, 

ploughing and sowing, and reaping the harvest. We made a large tableau that showed the 

houses; farms; canals; animals—both wild and domestic; date palms; reed boats.  We 

looked into the culture of the people, their reverence and obedience toward the Pharaoh; 

the Gods of the people; development of temples and pyramids.  Tutankhamen was a 

favourite entity, as he became Pharaoh at nine years of age—our Class are nine years old. 

   

Our Literature block arose out of the Egyptian culture.  We made a Class Community book 

from the story of Isis and Osiris.  Osiris is renowned for being the wisest of all 

pharaohs.  He, alongside his Queen Isis, taught the people agriculture, fair and wise 

governance and the rituals of homage to the gods.  We learnt about Nouns as Ra gave 

names to all things—wind, moon, stars and rain.   We practiced our story retelling and 

sequencing of events in the story of Isis.  We also found there are words grouped as 

Verbs.  The people learnt to plough, weave, plait, and sow seeds with the guidance of Isis 

and Osiris. 

 

We again stayed with the Ancient Egyptians as we used the making of mud bricks as a 

backdrop for our Mathematics block of work on revision of number; Place Value and the 

formal vertical structures for addition and subtraction in maths.  We used the Ancient 

Egyptian symbols for thousands, hundreds, tens and ones.  Our mud bricks were tallied. 

Damaged bricks were deducted.  Our scribes kept accurate records of the bricks.  

 

Our next unit of work was Measurement.  We again took inspiration from the Ancient 

Egyptians as we used body measurement as a tool for estimating, and then calculating 

length, width, height and distance.  We then realised the advantages of using a formal, 

consistent unit of measure.  We made our own one metre measure.  We became familiar 

with metres, centimetres, kilometres and which unit of measure was most effective to 

the task at hand.  We estimated and measured many things and distances in our 

classroom and outside.  We calculated the border of the oval and the cricket nets.  We 

made square cubit measures of our Ancient Egyptian farm and paid Pharaoh taxes 

accordingly.  We were busy with estimation and accurate measurement. 

 

We are currently working with the Ancient Hebrew stories and we are revisiting Egypt 

with Joseph, who has a coat of many colours, and his brothers.  Our Literature block 

continues to develop our reading and our writing.  We have also learnt about formal 

punctuation when writing using direct speech, the use of “talkers”.  We have further 

developed our awareness of nouns and have found the keys to successfully use noun 

plurals and collective nouns. 



Our Music skills continue to develop with Louise.  We play marimbas, recorder, we 

sing, enjoy movement activities and musicianship with Louise.  In Physical 

Education with Robert we are developing our ball skills, hitting skills and  

co-ordination skills.  Enjoying making our bodies move and work.  We have 

Eurythmy with Leanne and have made new forms and routines.  Our feet, hands, 

bodies, busily co-ordinate with Leanne’s voice and the piano, (played by Doris/

Louise—thank you).  Our skills have grown in Craft with crochet and weaving 

projects.  Thank you Cindy for offering us these hand skills.  We have also begun 

to learn German with Georgia and begun gardening with Derek in our school 

vegetable garden and our school grounds.  Also, some of our Class members have 

taken up the challenge of learning cello/violin with Fiona and piano with Anne.  

Our week is well filled with our Specialist Teachers and we are grateful for the 

opportunity they give us to open new vistas and skills.  Thank you! 

 

There are many new skills and projects ahead for us in Class Three.  We are 

moving into a new awareness of ourselves, others, and our world around us.  

Sometimes, it feels like rocky, unfamiliar terrain.  Other times, we receive the 

generosity and thoughtfulness of others and all of us enjoy the glow this brings. 

 

Warm regards, Veronica 

 

CLASS FOUR 

 
Beginning Class 4 with a Main Lesson on Time seems to be almost traditional now. 

Children are beginning to be more aware of the past and of the future and, I 

suppose by the age of nine or ten, it is becoming a needed skill to be able to place 

the present moment in the context of ongoing time. As well as this they will 

hopefully be able to read the wall clock well enough not to keep asking me how 

long it is until morning tea. Our Time block was very fruitful for many reasons, 

not the least of which was our century (plus) timeline, featuring important (and 

trivial) historical events, juxtaposed with some fascinating insights into various 

family histories, some with uncanny links with my own. 

 

Our first Literature block was aimed at strengthening comprehension skills, both 

written and pictorial, as well as engaging in the ongoing task of not only improving 

our writing ability but also hopefully our inspiration to write. The story the block 

was based on could not have been better for this purpose. "Weland the Smith", 

our first Norse story, was a tale of truth and integrity prevailing over 

selfishness and corruption. The writing the children produced was pleasing and 

their ability to write a couple of meaningful paragraphs ‘at the drop of a hat’ is 

improving  all the time. Many children expressed regret when the story ended. 



It brought home to me the enormous value of quality literature to children and also the 

role this school plays in providing it. It's not about 'getting them to read'. That is only 

the beginning of the way. The content of the literature is all important. That will be, at 

least partly, the content of the child's mind. As a teacher few things make me happier 

than seeing a group of children reading meaningfully in silence. It is gratifying to me and 

of great benefit to them—not just the content of the book, but also the experience of 

group silence, respecting each other's privacy and valuing their own. This is something 

which is becoming more elusive as the world gets noisier and more frantic. 

 

We completed our first term with a very enjoyable block on mapping, going in order of 

size from our classroom to our school to our local environment. Then we looked at things 

maybe less familiar—Australia and the various states, particularly Victoria—why it's the 

shape it is and the reason towns, cities and other areas of activity developed where they 

did. It linked in nicely with the Time block as it will with the future study of Australian 

history and geography. 

 

We began Term Two with another language block, again based on Norse Myths, this time 

from the place that is now Finland. The Kalevala is a creation story, but one with heroes 

whose imperfections lead them into challenging situations. The imagery in this story was 

wonderful, particularly the influence of music, but also the powerful and sometimes 

amusingly flawed interaction between the characters. 

 

Lately we've been looking at fractions for the first time. It's not really the first time—

most children know what a half and perhaps a quarter is but this block has been about 

observing from a mathematic viewpoint. The aim is not to explore too deeply the uses and 

manipulation of fractions—that will happen later. Mainly the aim is to be comfortable with 

the concept. As I am writing we are just winding up this block. 

 

For the remainder of this term we will be studying Aboriginal culture. Later we will 

examine European settlement and the enormous change it made to this land. We will be 

looking at how we found ourselves here, how we have related to our surroundings, and how 

it has affected the original inhabitants. 

 

Elsewhere in our classroom activities, the recorder and percussion group is playing well, 

and we have been booked to play at the Oxfam Concert in Box Hill Town Hall in August as 

well as the Maroondah Festival in Croydon later in the year. 

 

A welcome inclusion to our weekly curriculum has been Georgia's German program. 

Children are responding really well—I hope the lessons can continue for a long time. 

 

I'd also like to acknowledge our specialist teachers, who do a tremendous job in their 

various areas—to Robert, Cindy, Louise and Leanne for P.E., Craft, Music and Eurythmy 

respectively and to Susie and Georgia for their very valuable 1:1 programmes. 

 

David 



CLASS FIVE 

Class 5 began the year with Old Indian Stories. Princess Savitri chose to marry an 

exiled prince who lived with his parents under the roots of a great tree in the forest. 

She modelled for us humility, integrity and steadfastness. Princess Damayanti showed 

us loyalty and resilience. Both in time became queens. We pondered "kingship" and one 

morning found about 45 character words to describe King Nala—husband of 

Damayanti. This rich array of adjectives touched our own lives in various places—

truthful, kind, accomplished, courageous, etc. 

 

Our understanding of "the sentence" has expanded—nouns, adjectives, verbs, 

adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions—and the way we write has been enriched by these 

language experiences. The time honoured story of Rama and Sita, often known as the 

Ramayana, was a satisfying experience and fostered much dynamic artwork. Small, 

radiant Sita imprisoned by the dark, evil Ravanna inspired expressive drawings where 

light pushed back darkness. Another character building exploration. 

 

Our Maths began with a problem solving block—Camping Along the Eastern Coast. We 

consolidated fractions, time, length, money and extended our capacities in the four 

processes. Along the way we expanded our knowledge of Australia—coming up soon—a 

short block on Australian Geography. 

 

Our exploration of Ancient India began with the land—upon the cloud-shrouded peaks 

of the Himalayas dwelt the gods and in mysterious places up there the Rivers were 

born. The mighty Ganges tumbled through Shiva's hair before touching earth and 

seeking the Ocean. We spent some time considering the Indus River civilization and 

found it somewhat similar to that of Ancient Egypt. 

 

We've recently crossed that wall of mountains and have 'found' Ancient China. In the 

midst of her mountains grew the wonderful peach tree whose beautiful fruit fed the 

immortals. We explored the "layers" of society—The Emperor and his entourage, the 

rich and their servants, merchants, farmers, poor people and slaves. This culture has 

bequeathed us many gifts—paper, silk, compass, wheelbarrow, bang powder, rudder, 

kites, harnesses, paper money, even a primitive seismograph. 

 

Each week we are nourished by our specialists—Robert/P.E.—thank you. Louise/

Music—our thanks. Linda (Term 1) and Julie/Craft—thank you. Leanne/Eurythmy—our 

thanks. And German on Tuesdays now—thank you Georgia. 

 

Love to all, 

Ruth 



CLASS SIX 

Class 6 have been in the realm of Rome this term. We have looked at the 

development of this city, its Government, the role of the Senators and the laws 

that were enforced. Class 6 wrote pieces from the perspective of a Senator. 

This involved taking a stand, drafting up this point of view and presenting this 

to the class ... who were in the role of the 'heckling' wider Senate. Secondly 

each Senator also created a law which would be imposed upon the Roman 

citizens. 

 

After this English block we took a closer look at the buildings in Rome. The 

geometric designs and measurement skills used by the builders. From here we 

calculated different formulae related to the square, rectangle, triangle and 

circle. In the last part of our studies we used scale and applied this to our 

design of a wealthy townhouse or typical Roman home. 

 

On reflection ... our class experienced a wonderful camp to Shoreham. Without 

our parent volunteers, our loan of essential food preparation equipment and  

set-up gear, we would not have felt so well looked after by our talented crew. 

The camp was initially trialled with the Ghilgai sleepover. Here again specific 

organisational tasks helped set us up comfortably for the evening. The food 

shopping and preparation again was a solid work-out. My sincere thanks and 

appreciation to both groups of parents. 

 

We had a great send-off too ... parents sent yummy cakes for us to indulge in 

after our busy day activities ... many thanks! Thank you here to Robert's 

organisation ... a great effort! The surfing morning was a sight to behold as 

Class 6 ventured out into the waves against the backdrop of glassy blue ocean 

colours. The weather proved friendly as well. 

 

Class 6 are also wonderfully supported by other teachers. Julie in Craft, Louise 

in Music, Leanne in Eurythmy, Georgia with the introduction of German, and 

Sport/the great outdoors with Robert. Class 6 have a truly great program. 

Further to this we have key specialists, Susie in Literacy and Georgia in Maths. 

Then Michelle in the classroom and office and Justine, who spends her time 

helping us create many projects! We couldn't ask for more. 

 

With our best wishes, 

Karen and Class 6 



EVENTS AND DATES

IN-SERVICE DAY FRIDAY JUNE 5
**student free day**

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY MONDAY, JUNE 8

TERM 2 ENDS FRIDAY JUNE 26

TERM 3 BEGINS MONDAY JULY 13

MID-TERM BREAK FRIDAY, AUGUST 14
**student free day**

TERM 3 ENDS FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 18

GHILGAI STEINER SCHOOL         295 LIVERPOOL RD KILSYTH 3137          PH: 9728 5819         ABN: 69-005-986-407

“The Sun: from our Astronomy block” ~ Michael, Class 6
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“King Nala Saves the Burning Serpent” ~ Sarah,  Class 5

“The Sun: from our Astronomy block” ~ Evie,  Class 6



“Freya” ~ Anna, Class 4


