
                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Values…          (continued from last newsletter) 

 

 

 

   
           

             
 
 
            Friday 1st April 
                   Class 6 Excursion   

to Bourke’s Lookout 
 

           Thurs 7th April 
                  Easter Festival  
            All welcome – 9.10am 

 

         Friday 8th April 
                   End of Term 1 

 

      Tuesday 26th April 
                  Start of Term 2 
    (Monday 25th April – Anzac Day P.H.) 

 
Education Co-ordinator 

& Wellbeing 
Ruth 9761 8369 

edadmin@ghilgai.com.au 
 

Enrolment Co-ordinator 
& Administration 

Michelle 9761 8369 
enrol@ghilgai.com.au 

 
Reception 

Justine 9728 5819 
ggs@ghilgai.com.au 

 
Bursar 

Maximo 
bursar@ghilgai.com.au 
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Ghilgai nourishes each child’s natural creativity and enjoys the 

flowering of his/her individuality. 
 

“An artistic approach to learning  
permeates the Steiner Curriculum… 
at all levels and across all subject areas. 

 

Each child is seen as an artist  
and as an individual with creative ability,  

 which can be used in adult life 
-       to awaken new ideas 
                               new solutions 

                        new models of thought and consciousness.” 
 

Steiner Education Australia (SEA) 
www.steinereducation.edu.au  

Warm wishes, Ruth 

      March/April 
       Calendar… 
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Warm Birthday 
       wishes  
            (in March) 

  we send to… 
 

           Class One: 

         Ivan & Bella 
 

           Class Two: 

              Lake 
 

          Class Three: 

            Lachlan 
 

            Class Six: 

        Maya & Emily 
 

         Also… Susan 
 
                       *** 
Unfortunately, there has been 
no change yet regarding the 
sharing of food brought from 
home… there are many other 
lovely ways to celebrate 
though… in place of a food gift 
perhaps the gifting of a shell, a 
special leaf, craft piece, etc  

 

 

  Take Home Friday… 

         & Bring Back Monday! 
 

        Our next Take home Friday is coming up soon -  

                                        1st April. 
 

  May we remind you that the work that comes home   

  needs to be returned on the following Bring Back  

  Monday. It does not stay at home because it is part of 

  an ongoing activity. 

 

  Each child needs a pillowslip for the carry home/bring   

  back process. Please send it along next week in  

  readiness for Friday April 1st. 

 

  Thank you 
 

(Please refer back to Newsletter #2 - 2022 for  

more information about this initiative). 
 

                    Update           
             – Tree Danger 
 
We have been fortunate to have secured a Tree Removalist  to 
come in the first week of the school holidays, which means that 

our current Drop off and Pickup arrangements 
will continue for the remainder of this Term.  

Please be reassured that the classrooms and school yard are 
not at risk from this tree – only a section of the road on 
approach to the flow thru, and not the flow thru itself.  
 

If you would prefer to walk your child up to the classroom then 
please park as directed by Derek.  

Please keep the bottom flow thru carpark free of  
‘unattended vehicles’ – especially in the afternoon. 

If necessary, drive along to the higher carpark, or park to the 
left beyond the cones so that we can maintain a flow of cars in 
the afternoon pickup. 
 

We thank you for your ongoing patience and support. 
 

https://www.google.com.au/url?esrc=s&q=&rct=j&sa=U&url=https://stock.adobe.com/images/tree-illustration-with-green-leaf-vector-illustration-isolated-on-white-for-eco-nature-and-fresh-design/213782310&ved=2ahUKEwjd6JCnssz2AhXfslYBHQoVDkwQqoUBegQIBBAB&usg=AOvVaw36jrh0lDO1seo7s7k-qOTs


From the classrooms…  
 

Sessional/Founders:  

As we have done 

painting over several 

days, the children 

are continuing to 

enjoy the beauty of 

the flowing water 

colours…out of the 

red and yellow, a child discovered a sunset…from the blue 

and yellow came a tree. Gradually more skill is developing. 

The children continue to enjoy the simple sewing, with 

spontaneous little bags, cushions and mats now being 

made… again, more skill and dexterity. 

In their play, it is a joy to see their overall intuition and 

creativity with the simple open ended materials – cubbies, 

role play, sandpit, fairy houses, cooking, etc. They have been 

crushing the warm, rich brown outside clay to make paint. 

One day, without being asked, they raked piles of leaves “to 

help Derek” and enjoyed the work. 

In much of this activity, the children’s friendships are 

growing in different ways.  

Best wishes, Catherine 

Class One:  

We have just started our first Maths Block and have been 

doing lots of counting – both forwards and backwards - using 

our wooden counters. We are learning to use finger counting 

too. The Class is fabulous, and enjoying all their number 

work! Next we will hear the story of Farmer Sophie and her 

apple orchard. Lots of apples to count and sort!  

Love Susan  

 

 

 

 

Hello, 

It is with great pleasure that I share with 

you. 

This new year began with such joy as I was 

offered the role of Playgroup Facilitator at 

Ghilgai. 

With doors and windows open and a gentle 

summer breeze blowing, I welcomed the 

children and their parents.  

Young children, full of curiosity, wonder 

and imagination began to create exquisite 

buildings from the natural play materials. 

Their imagination bubbling over. 

The sandpit was a cafe and restaurant with 

delicious meals presented and shared.  

With each new day, new ideas and new 

joys are shared, stories told.  

As the children come through the gate their 

faces light up as they see new play 

materials. They are eager to explore. New 

friendships are developing. Many 

negotiations underway. And many 

challenges. 

May the changing seasons bring with them 

new opportunities to discover, explore and 

share. 

I look forward to my days ahead with these 

precious children and their families. 

Thank you for this opportunity. I am very 

grateful. 

Kindest Regards, Suzi. 

         

 
 

 

 

  Playgroup news… 
 



 

Class Two & Three:  

Class 2 and 3 have put the final touches on their tableau of 

Ancient Egypt. Did you know that it is thought that the 

pyramids were originally tipped with gold!? Many of our 

pyramids now display this wonderful feature! 

Two brothers have the task of herding goats. They use ancient 

Egyptian numbers to keep count of their herds. (Very useful 

for exploring place value in modern Melbourne!) They also 

show number stories where brackets are needed.  

Aside from the number stories and discovery of the wonders 

of Ancient Egypt, the class enjoys regular reading sessions. 

All the best, Paul and Class 2/3                                                                                

                         ‘Bob-down tiggy’ fun!! 

 

Class Four & Five:  

Class 4/5 have begun a new Main Lesson all about Spelling – we are 

learning the names for all the different word parts – base words, 

prefixes, suffixes, etc, and using our understanding to build and 

spell words. English is such an interesting language, built from the 

parts of other languages! We are learning the ‘rules’ of spelling, but 

also learning how often there are exceptions to these rules! As we 

build up our knowledge and explore word families we are learning 

that we can accurately spell many more words than we thought.  

In storytime we continue to hear the tales of Ancient India… looking 

forward to this Main Lesson in Term 2! 

Jaime 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Please join us for our 

     Easter Sharing      

   Thursday 7th April 
        from 9.10am 
  (We encourage you to wear a little  

   something green, purple or yellow) 

 

 

 

   

“This is our School, 

May peace be found here… 

May the rooms be full of happiness. 

May love abide… 

Love for one another, 

and love for life itself 

…………………….. 

Love abounds. 

 



 

Class Six:  

Class 6 are stretching their knowledge of decimal fractions with 

neatly aligned equations now. Gripping stories that have been 

written about Odysseus’s friend, Eurylochus, are now being 

edited and extended. Poor Eurylochus is in all kinds of scrapes on 

a beautiful, yet perilous Island. We’re helping each other to edit 

first drafts. Dictionaries are being well explored to find the 

perfect spellings of the perfect words! 

We’d all like to thank our Music Teacher Anne for the fun games 

and beautiful Autumn poetry writing lesson given while I was 

away last week.  

Louise 

 

Music with Anne:  

Class 6 have been working on the individual components of the 

ensemble pieces “Jamaican Money Man” and “Simon”. 

This week all their concentrated efforts came together, as 

marimbas, recorders and percussion instruments combined in 

many layers of harmony and rhythm. 

 With confidence developing in their marimba playing, some 

students improvised their own solos in a favourite piece “Simon”. 

Their classmates supported them with combined melody and 

harmony parts. 

 

 

     

 
 

 Latest news:  
New members are 

always welcome! 

Current and interested Seed 

Group members met via Zoom 

last Thursday. Thank you to all 

who came…Paul (Class 2/3 Teacher) 

outlined SEED’s important  

roles and functions and then 

the group had a bit of fun using 

an online tool to brainstorm 

events and activities for the 

year.  

Interested?  Join us – in 

whatever capacity suits you 

best! Meeting times will rotate 

- during the school day, after 

pick up and evening Zooms.  

Contact: Brenna 0457 491 649 

 

   

Seed Group put together a bit 

of Nature inspired Table at the 

Games Day last Sunday… If you 

are looking for a little craft 

inspiration, feel free to contact    
 

Errin 0437 289 136 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole school picnic & games day! 

Thank you  to all who came along to the Picnic and games day on Sunday.  
It is so lovely to be able to build our Community again face to face – and we look 
forward to many more opportunities to continue this. We hope you enjoyed it!                          

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 
       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Craft 1-3 with Lynda:The Craft needles have been quietly, resting, waiting during illness and absence. 

But with busy hands and an open heart, things will be underway once more. 
With golden smiles and the rich colours we have to weave and thread classrooms will be alight and 

humming once more during our craft sessions together. 
 

Craft 4-6 with Julie: It has been a busy time in Craft! Class 4/5 are beginning to attach the lining and to 

assemble the cross-stitch bags with many new skills being learnt here. All the colours sing together as the 

mandalas are completed. Our camel herd continues to grow and we now have a few comforting camel 

saddles. The children are loving designing their saddle patterns and using the finest of needles to create 

them. 
Class Six are lovingly working on their formed doll’s head and hair. It is always a fabulous moment when 

the hair is added, and a joy to see the personality of the doll emerging 
 
 



                     

       

 We warmly welcome Anne…  
                              our Music Teacher 

What makes you smile?                                                            

I was thinking about how I came to learn to play the recorder. I was in Class 3 when a very shy boy in my 

class asked me one day if I would like to learn the recorder. Our school had a program where to be in the 

recorder band you needed to earn your red sash by in those days being able to play God save the Queen. 

Part of earning coloured felts and rosettes on your sash was teaching other children to play the recorder. 

This little boy diligently gave me a lesson after school at his house every week until I could play all the 

songs for my red sash. He and I ended up recorder band leaders and both learned the flute together 

when we attended High School. 

Another thing that always makes me smile is knitting. I find it so relaxing and love to make childrens' and 

adults' clothes and I have made many blankets for friends and family. 

Is there something you would like to learn next? 

I am learning to make sourdough and I am looking forward to trying all the different types of bread you 

can make. I would like to have some lessons in photography and  learn to play the guitar. I really love 

attending the annual Steiner teacher intensive training courses on offer. At Easter I am attending the 

National Folk Festival in Canberra and I am looking forward to learning lots of new songs and playing my 

flute and recorder in the jam sessions. 

Tell us of your adventures! 

Just a few years ago my husband and I sold our house and spent a year teaching in England and travelling 

around Europe. It was amazing. Some of my favourite things were attending the Kodaly Singing School in 

Hungary and staying in Maria's Sound of Music house in Salzburg Austria while attending the Orff 

Summer International Summer School. 

I have also loved hiking many of the National parks in America and New Zealand. 
 

Who do you call family? 

I am very lucky to have five beautiful grown up children. Two girls and three boys. I am also very blessed 

with five adorable grandchildren.....once again two girls and three boys! Two of the boys were born just 

last year so are bouncing babies now both learning to crawl, talk and smile. I love singing songs with 

them and bouncing them on my knee. I have a wonderful Siamese cat called Milo. He thinks he's a dog, 

and even loves playing ball games. We found him 14 years ago abandoned in the Organ Pipes National 

Park and he has lived with us ever since. 

 



 

All welcome 

Come and enjoy a coffee and a chat. 

Monday 28th March  

after morning drop off – 9.15am 

           Factory 11, 114 Canterbury Road, Kilsyth South Victoria 3137     0435 407 918 

 

             

 
         *After this date we will hold further gatherings at The Basin Triangle  

 

 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/9467714@N03/4304365215
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
tel:0435407918


      

 Last Sunday I had the honour of 

meeting a ‘hero’ of mine, Mat Bowtell, 

someone whose kindness and work I 

have admired for quite some time 

now.  

After hs job was made redundant from 

Toyota when manufacturing ceased, 

he  was forced to seek a new direction. 

Inspired by Star Wars as child, and a 

love of  all things related to 

engineering and technology, he began 

to explore the possibilities of 3D 

printing. Add to that his love of people 

and soon Free 3D Hands came to be… 

At the time, prosthetic hands for 

children were often not a viable option 

– starting at around $15,000 each. A 

growing child would usually require 

one every year… 

Mat was driven to eliminate this 

barrier, to enable children to 

experience greater happiness and 

inclusion in life. Rather than making a 

fortune, he chose to design, print and 

delivers these hands for FREE… 

Each hand is designed specifically to 

suit the child’s interests and needs… in 

their choice of colour too of course! 

And they’re around 70% 

biodegradable! 

I encourage everyone to have a look at 

his work – there are exciting times 

ahead as he develops his next version. 

Thank you Mat – you inspire me and 

many others to think big, imagine big 

and love big.  

Justine 

 

 

 

 

 

Free 3D Hands 

free3dhands.org     
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